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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE			       Contact: Penny Rush, NRTA
Date: 	August 26, 2009						         512.480.2453


NRTA HONORS WASHINGTON’S CAROL PAYNE FOR OUTSTANDING WORK WITH YOUTH
Washington, DC – National Retired Teachers Association (NRTA): AARP’s Educator Community honors Carol Payne with an NRTA With Our Youth! Excellence Award. NRTA named Carol Payne of Omak, Washington an individual Excellence Award Winner for her volunteer efforts in a school in the remote town of Okanogan.  
Carol Payne serves as a volunteer art docent in an under-served school in the remote town of Okanogan, with a population of 2,400, where 29% of the population operates below the poverty level. She teaches about famous artists and then leads the students in creating their own art in the style of the artist.  Many students then enter their work for competition at the county fair. She also assists in first and second grade reading classes on a weekly basis and is called upon to judge at special events.
 Carol Payne’s Individual Excellence Award was one of three provided nationally in 2009 to recognize her exceptional work.
“The winners of NRTA With Our Youth! awards fill me with gratitude for their dedication and service to the youth in their community.  With the commitment these retired educators demonstrate, it is an honor to recognize such extraordinarily deserving volunteers like… Carol Payne…,” states Megan Hookey, Vice President of NRTA: AARP’s Educator Community  
The NRTA With Our Youth! awards will be presented to Carol Payne by Rita Requa, President of Washington State School Retirees’ Association during the WSSRA E-5, E-6 Coordinating Council Meeting, 10 a.m., Wednesday, October 7 at the Wenatchee Golf and Country Club, 1600 Country Club Drive, East Wenatchee.
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